Introduction
Recently, we reported a novel, wholly synthetic route to dl 5-formyl tetrahydropteroylpoly-y-L-glutamic acid derivatives (1) . This process is potentially employable in the synthesis of nearly all known tetrahydropteroylpoly-L-glutamate derivatives. The key to our method is the preparation of an a-2,6-dichlorobenzyl monoester of dl 5-formyl tetrahydropteroylmono-L-glutamic acid. While purifying the a-monoester on a silica gel column, we observed its partial separation into d-L and 1-L diastereomers. A review of the literature disclosed that all previously reported chromatographic resolutions of a tetrahydropteroylmono-L-glutamic acid derivative required either a chiral derivatizing agent or a chiral stationary phase (2 -6) . To the author's knowledge, the method described herein represents the first example in which the resolution of such a mixture is achieved through achiral chromatographic means. Achiral chromatography was performed under ambient conditions using an isocratic mobile phase of 95% chloroform and 5% methanol (v/v, the methanol phase contained 3% of glacial acetic acid). The flow rate was maintained at 1 ml/min. Standard solutions (10.0 mg of sample per 2.5 ml of chloroform-mcthanol (5 : 1)) of the dl and 1 a-2,6-dichlorobenzyl monoesters of 5-formyl tetrahydropteroylmono-L-glutamic acids were prepared for analysis. Standard injection volumes ranged from 5 to 250 μΐ.
Methods

Chromatographic
Results
The standard elution profile of the oi-2,6-dichlorobenzyl monoester of dl 5-formyl tetrahydropteroylmono-L-glutamic acid is shown in panel A. The two peaks represent the d-L (1, 48%) and 1-L (2, 52%) diastereoisomers, respectively. The latter assignments were confirmed in two ways: (i) through comparison against a pure sample of the a-2,6-dichlorobenzyl monoester of 1 5-formyl tetrahydropteroylmono-L-glutamic acid (panel B), and (ii) by hydrolyzing the separated a-monoesters (10 minutes in 0.1 Ν NaOH solution at room temperature followed by neutralization with glacial acetic acid), then analyzing the solution on an albumin-linked silica gel column (7) . In this manner, the assignments shown in panel A were firmly established. 
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Discussion
The method presented in this communication serves as a useful way of determining the chiral purity of amonoesters of 5-formyl tetrahydropteroylmono-Lglutamic acid. Given the low cost of silica gel, experiments directed at the large-scale utilization of this procedure are underway.
